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THE 1976 SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS: 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/statmast.php 
 

• This unofficial online version is updated periodically.  Copying from it is allowed. 
 

• The official version is printed once a year.  
 

• It is long. 
 

• The Code has 63 Titles.  Each Title has Chapters.  Each Chapter has Sections.   
 

• Example:  16-1-10 means Title 16, Chapter 1, Section 10. 
 

• There are Articles within Chapters which categorize Sections.  An Article has a number and a 
title.  The title indicates the subject of the Sections the Article contains. 

 
• Example:  Article 7 of Title 16 Chapter 17 is titled, “Miscellaneous Offenses” has 49 Sections 

including “SECTION 16-17-520. Disturbance of religious worship.” 
 

• The word “Title” is not capitalized in the Code.  The words, “CHAPTER”, “SECTION”, AND 
“ARTICLE” ARE. 

 
• Web links provided in this document are for Chapters. 

 

• ARTICLES and CHAPTERS with titles are highlighted in green.  SECTIONS with titles are 
highlighted in blue.  Relevant phrases within Sections are highlighted in yellow. 
 

• I have endeavored to make this document easy to use during a conversation with the police.  If 
you familiarize yourself with it, I think you will be able to find material when speaking with 
them. 

 
• Italics are notes I have added. 

 
 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF REGULATIONS: 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/coderegs/statmast.php 
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SECTIONS OF SC CODE  
POTENTIALLY APPLICABLE  

TO ACTIVITIES OF PRO-ABORTION PROTESTORS 
OUTSIDE THE GREENVILLE WOMEN’S CLINIC IN GREENVILLE, SC 

 
SECTION 16-3-1700 - Harassment and Stalking (may include property damage, assault, and bodily injury) 
– PAGE 3 
 
SECTION 16-5-10 - Conspiracy against civil rights – PAGE 5 
 
SECTION 16-5-20 - Punishment for commission of additional crimes – PAGE 5 
 
SECTION 16-5-30 - Duty and liability of officers – PAGE 5 
 
SECTION 16-5-60 - Suits against county for damages to person or property resulting from violation of 
person's civil rights – PAGE 5 
 
SECTION 16-5-70 - Indemnity for property destroyed by mob or riot – PAGE 6 
 
SECTION 16-5-90 - Preservation of property owner's right of action against participants in mob or riot 
resulting in damage to property – PAGE 6 
 
SECTION 16-7-10 - Illegal acts during state of emergency – PAGE 7 
 
SECTION 16-7-150 - Slander and libel – PAGE 7 
 

SECTION 16-11-510 - Malicious injury to personal property – PAGE 8 
 
SECTION 16-15-305 - Obscenity – PAGE 9 
 
SECTION 16-17-520 - Disturbance of religious worship – PAGE 12 
 
SECTION 16-17-530 - Public disorderly conduct – PAGE 12 
 

SECTION 16-17-560 - Assault or intimidation on account of political opinions or exercise of civil rights – 
PAGE 12 
 
SECTION 16-17-722 - Filing of false police reports – PAGE 12 
 
SECTION 16-17-725 - Making false complaint to law enforcement officer; misrepresenting identity to law 
enforcement officer to avoid arrest or criminal charge – PAGE 13 
 
SECTION 17-13-10 - Circumstances when any person may arrest a felon or thief – PAGE 14 
 

SECTION 17-13-20 - Additional circumstances when citizens may arrest; means to be used – PAGE 14 
 
SECTION 17-13-30 - Officers may arrest without warrant for offenses committed in view – PAGE 14 
 
SECTION 22-3-560 - Breaches of the peace – PAGE 15 
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ARTICLE 17 
 

Harassment and Stalking 
 
SECTION 16-3-1700. Definitions. 
 
As used in this article: 
 
(A) "Harassment in the first degree" means a pattern of intentional, substantial, and unreasonable 
intrusion into the private life of a targeted person that serves no legitimate purpose and causes the 
person and would cause a reasonable person in his position to suffer mental or emotional distress. 
Harassment in the first degree may include, but is not limited to: 
 
(1) following the targeted person as he moves from location to location; 
 
(2) visual or physical contact that is initiated, maintained, or repeated after a person has been provided 
oral or written notice that the contact is unwanted or after the victim has filed an incident report with a 
law enforcement agency; 
 
(3) surveillance of or the maintenance of a presence near the targeted person's: 
 
(a) residence; 
 
(b) place of work; 
 
(c) school; or 
 
(d) another place regularly occupied or visited by the targeted person; and 
 
(4) vandalism and property damage. 
 
(B) "Harassment in the second degree" means a pattern of intentional, substantial, and unreasonable 
intrusion into the private life of a targeted person that serves no legitimate purpose and causes the 
person and would cause a reasonable person in his position to suffer mental or emotional distress. 
Harassment in the second degree may include, but is not limited to, verbal, written, or electronic 
contact that is initiated, maintained, or repeated. 
 
(C) "Stalking" means a pattern of words, whether verbal, written, or electronic, or a pattern of conduct 
that serves no legitimate purpose and is intended to cause and does cause a targeted person and would 
cause a reasonable person in the targeted person's position to fear: 
 
(1) death of the person or a member of his family; 
 
(2) assault upon the person or a member of his family; 
 
(3) bodily injury to the person or a member of his family; 
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(4) criminal sexual contact on the person or a member of his family; 
 
(5) kidnapping of the person or a member of his family; or 
 
(6) damage to the property of the person or a member of his family. 
 
(D) "Pattern" means two or more acts occurring over a period of time, however short, evidencing a 
continuity of purpose. 
 
(E) "Family" means a spouse, child, parent, sibling, or a person who regularly resides in the same 
household as the targeted person. 
 
(F) "Electronic contact" means any transfer of signs, signals, writings, images, sounds, data, intelligence, 
or information of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by any device, system, or mechanism 
including, but not limited to, a wire, radio, computer, electromagnetic, photoelectric, or photo-optical 
system. 
 
(G) This section does not apply to words or conduct protected by the Constitution of this State or the 
United States, a law enforcement officer or a process server performing official duties, or a licensed 
private investigator performing services or an investigation as described in detail in a contract signed by 
the client and the private investigator pursuant to Section 40-18-70. 
 
(H) A person who commits the offense of harassment in any degree or stalking, as defined in this 
section, while subject to the terms of a restraining order issued by the family court may be charged with 
a violation of this article and, upon conviction, may be sentenced pursuant to the provisions of Section 
16-3-1710, 16-3-1720, or 16-3-1730.   
 
Charges are misdemeanor, and when repeated or with restraining order, can be felony. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 

Offenses Against Civil Rights 
 
SECTION 16-5-10. Conspiracy against civil rights. 
 
It is unlawful for two or more persons to band or conspire together or go in disguise upon the public 
highway or upon the premises of another with the intent to injure, oppress, or violate the person or 
property of a citizen because of his political opinion or his expression or exercise of the same or attempt 
by any means, measures, or acts to hinder, prevent, or obstruct a citizen in the free exercise and 
enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution and laws of the United States or 
by the Constitution and laws of this State. 
 
A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be 
fined not more than two thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. A person 
convicted under this section is ineligible to hold, and disabled from holding, any office of honor, trust, or 
profit in this State. 
 
SECTION 16-5-20. Punishment for commission of additional crimes. 
 
If in violating any of the provisions of Sections 16-5-10 or 16-5-50 any other crime, misdemeanor or 
felony shall be committed, the offender or offenders shall, on conviction thereof, be subjected to such 
punishment for the same as is attached to such crime, misdemeanor and felony by the existing laws of 
this State. 
 
SECTION 16-5-30. Duty and liability of officers. 
 
Any constable, sheriff or magistrate, upon receipt of notice from any person that he has knowledge of 
an intention or attempt to destroy his property or to collect a mob for that purpose, shall take all legal 
means necessary for the protection of such property as is attacked or threatened to be attacked, and if 
such constable, sheriff or magistrate, upon receipt of such notice or upon knowledge of such intention 
or attempt to destroy such property in any wise received, shall neglect or refuse to perform his duty in 
the premises, he shall be liable for the damages done to such property, to be recovered by action, and 
shall also be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office and, on conviction thereof, shall forfeit his 
commission. 
 
SECTION 16-5-60. Suits against county for damages to person or property resulting from violation of 
person's civil rights. 
 
Any citizen who shall be hindered, prevented or obstructed in the exercise of the rights and privileges 
secured to him by the Constitution and laws of the United States or by the Constitution and laws of this 
State or shall be injured in his person or property because of his exercise of the same may claim and 
prosecute the county in which the offense shall be committed for any damages he shall sustain thereby, 
and the county shall be responsible for the payment of such damages as the court may award, which 
shall be paid by the county treasurer of such county on a warrant drawn by the governing body thereof. 
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Such warrant shall be drawn by the governing body as soon as a certified copy of the judgment roll is 
delivered to them for file in their office. 
 
SECTION 16-5-70. Indemnity for property destroyed by mob or riot. 
 
When any dwelling house, building or other property, real or personal, shall be destroyed in 
consequence of any mob or riot it shall be lawful for any person owning or interested in such property 
to bring a suit against the county in which such property was situated and being for the recovery of such 
damages as he may have sustained by reason of the destruction thereof. The amount which shall be 
recovered in such action shall be paid in the manner provided by Section 16-5-60. 
 
SECTION 16-5-90. Preservation of property owner's right of action against participants in mob or riot 
resulting in damage to property. 
 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the person whose property is so injured or 
destroyed from having and maintaining his action against every person engaged or participating in such 
mob or riot to recover full damages for any injury sustained; provided, however, that no damages shall 
be recovered by such person against any of such rioters for the same injury for which compensation 
shall be made by the county. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 of 15 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c007.php 
 

CHAPTER 7 
 

Offenses Against the Peace 
 

ARTICLE 1 
 

Offenses During State of Emergency 
 
SECTION 16-7-10. Illegal acts during state of emergency.  
 
(b) damage the property of another; or 
 
(c) take possession or otherwise disturb the property of another in any manner. 
 
THESE LAWS WERE VIOLATED DURING THE SC STATE OF EMERGENCY, BUT WE ARE NOT IN A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY AS OF 6/7/21, BUT IF WE ARE IN THE FUTURE, KEEP THIS ARTICLE IN MIND. 
 

ARTICLE 3 
 

Offenses Tending to Breach of Peace 
 
SECTION 16-7-150. Slander and libel. 
 
Any person who shall with malicious intent originate, utter, circulate or publish any false statement or 
matter concerning another the effect of which shall tend to injure such person in his character or 
reputation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction therefor, be subject to punishment by 
fine not to exceed five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or by 
both fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court; provided, that nothing herein shall be 
construed to abridge any right any person may have by way of an action for damages for libel or slander 
under the existing law. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c007.php


Page 8 of 15 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c011.php 
 

ARTICLE 7 
 

Trespasses and Unlawful Use of Property of Others 
 
SECTION 16-11-510. Malicious injury to animals and other personal property. 
 
(A) It is unlawful for a person to wilfully and maliciously cut, shoot, maim, wound, or otherwise injure or 
destroy any horse, mule, cattle, hog, sheep, goat, or any other kind, class, article, or description of 
personal property, or the goods and chattels of another. 
 
(B) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a: 
 
(1) felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more 
than ten years, or both, if the injury to the property or the property loss is worth ten thousand dollars or 
more; 
 
(2) felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both, if the injury to the property or the property loss is worth more than two 
thousand dollars but less than ten thousand dollars; 
 
(3) misdemeanor triable in magistrates court or municipal court, notwithstanding the provisions of 
Sections 22-3-540, 22-3-545, 22-3-550, and 14-25-65, if the injury to the property or the property loss is 
worth two thousand dollars or less. Upon conviction, the person must be fined not more than one 
thousand dollars, or imprisoned, not more than thirty days, or both. 
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ARTICLE 3 
 

Obscenity, Material Harmful to Minors, Child Exploitation, and Child Prostitution 
 

SECTION 16-15-305. Disseminating, procuring or promoting obscenity unlawful; definitions; penalties; 
obscene material designated contraband. 
 
(A) It is unlawful for any person knowingly to disseminate obscenity. A person disseminates obscenity 
within the meaning of this article if he: 
 
(1) sells, delivers, or provides or offers or agrees to sell, deliver, or provide any obscene writing, picture, 
record, digital electronic file, or other representation or description of the obscene; 
 
(2) presents or directs an obscene play, dance, or other performance, or participates directly in that 
portion thereof which makes it obscene; 
 
(3) publishes, exhibits, or otherwise makes available anything obscene to any group or individual; or 
 
(4) exhibits, presents, rents, sells, delivers, or provides; or offers or agrees to exhibit, present, rent, or to 
provide: any motion picture, film, filmstrip, or projection slide, or sound recording, sound tape, or sound 
track, video tapes and recordings, or any matter or material of whatever form which is a representation, 
description, performance, or publication of the obscene. 
 
(B) For purposes of this article any material is obscene if: 
 
(1) to the average person applying contemporary community standards, the material depicts or 
describes in a patently offensive way sexual conduct specifically defined by subsection (C) of this 
section; 
 
(2) the average person applying contemporary community standards relating to the depiction or 
description of sexual conduct would find that the material taken as a whole appeals to the prurient 
interest in sex; 
 
(3) to a reasonable person, the material taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or 
scientific value; and 
 
(4) the material as used is not otherwise protected or privileged under the Constitutions of the United 
States or of this State. 
 
(C) As used in this article: 
 
(1) "sexual conduct" means: 
 
(a) vaginal, anal, or oral intercourse, whether actual or simulated, normal or perverted, whether 
between human beings, animals, or a combination thereof; 
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(b) masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition, actual or simulated, of the genitals, pubic hair, 
anus, vulva, or female breast nipples including male or female genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or 
arousal or covered male genitals in a discernably turgid state; 
 
(c) an act or condition that depicts actual or simulated bestiality, sado-masochistic abuse, meaning 
flagellation or torture by or upon a person who is nude or clad in undergarments or in a costume which 
reveals the pubic hair, anus, vulva, genitals, or female breast nipples, or the condition of being fettered, 
bound, or otherwise physically restrained on the part of the one so clothed; 
 
(d) an act or condition that depicts actual or simulated touching, caressing, or fondling of, or other 
similar physical contact with, the covered or exposed genitals, pubic or anal regions, or female breast 
nipple, whether alone or between humans, animals, or a human and an animal, of the same or opposite 
sex, in an act of actual or apparent sexual stimulation or gratification; or 
 
(e) an act or condition that depicts the insertion of any part of a person's body, other than the male 
sexual organ, or of any object into another person's anus or vagina, except when done as part of a 
recognized medical procedure. 
 
(2) "patently offensive" means obviously and clearly disagreeable, objectionable, repugnant, displeasing, 
distasteful, or obnoxious to contemporary standards of decency and propriety within the community. 
 
(3) "prurient interest" means a shameful or morbid interest in nudity, sex, or excretion and is reflective 
of an arousal of lewd and lascivious desires and thoughts. 
 
(4) "person" means any individual, corporation, partnership, association, firm, club, or other legal or 
commercial entity. 
 
(5) "knowingly" means having general knowledge of the content of the subject material or performance, 
or failing after reasonable opportunity to exercise reasonable inspection which would have disclosed the 
character of the material or performance. 
 
(D) Obscenity must be judged with reference to ordinary adults except that it must be judged with 
reference to children or other especially susceptible audiences or clearly defined deviant sexual groups 
if it appears from the character of the material or the circumstances of its dissemination to be especially 
for or directed to children or such audiences or groups. 
 
(E) As used in this article, "community standards" used in determining prurient appeal and patent 
offensiveness are the standards of the area from which the jury is drawn. 
 
(F) It is unlawful for any person knowingly to create, buy, procure, or process obscene material with the 
purpose and intent of disseminating it. 
 
(G) It is unlawful for a person to advertise or otherwise promote the sale of material represented or held 
out by them as obscene. 
 
(H) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not 
more than five years or fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or both. 
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(I) Obscene material disseminated, procured, or promoted in violation of this section is contraband and 
may be seized by appropriate law enforcement authorities. 
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ARTICLE 7 
 

Miscellaneous Offenses 
 

SECTION 16-17-520. Disturbance of religious worship. 
 
Any person who shall (a) wilfully and maliciously disturb or interrupt any meeting, society, assembly or 
congregation convened for the purpose of religious worship, (b) enter such meeting while in a state of 
intoxication or (c) use or sell spirituous liquors, or use blasphemous, profane or obscene language at or 
near the place of meeting shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, on conviction, be sentenced to pay 
a fine of not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars, or be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding one year or less than thirty days, either or both, at the discretion of the court. 
 
SECTION 16-17-530. Public disorderly conduct; conditional discharge for first-time offenders. 
 
(A) A person who is: (1) found on any highway or at any public place or public gathering in a grossly 
intoxicated condition or otherwise conducts himself in a disorderly or boisterous manner; (2) uses 
obscene or profane language on any highway or at any public place or gathering or in hearing distance 
of any schoolhouse or church; or (3) while under the influence or feigning to be under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor, without just cause or excuse, discharges any gun, pistol, or other firearm while upon 
or within fifty yards of any public road or highway, except upon his own premises, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than one hundred dollars or be imprisoned 
for not more than thirty days. However, conditional discharge may be granted by the court in 
accordance with the provisions of this section upon approval by the circuit solicitor.  
 
Refer online to (B), (C), and (D) of this Section for further information on charges.    
 
SECTION 16-17-560. Assault or intimidation on account of political opinions or exercise of civil rights. 
 
It is unlawful for a person to assault or intimidate a citizen, discharge a citizen from employment or 
occupation, or eject a citizen from a rented house, land, or other property because of political opinions 
or the exercise of political rights and privileges guaranteed to every citizen by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States or by the Constitution and laws of this State. 
 
A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
must be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than two years, or both. 
 
SECTION 16-17-722. Filing of false police reports; knowledge; offense; penalties. 
 
(A) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly file a false police report. 
 
(B) A person who violates subsection (A) by falsely reporting a felony is guilty of a felony and upon 
conviction must be imprisoned for not more than five years or fined not more than one thousand 
dollars, or both. 
 
(C) A person who violates subsection (A) by falsely reporting a misdemeanor is guilty of a misdemeanor 
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and must be imprisoned not more than thirty days or fined not more than five hundred dollars, or both. 
 
(D) In imposing a sentence under this section, the judge may require the offender to pay restitution to 
the investigating agency to offset costs incurred in investigating the false police report. 
 
SECTION 16-17-725. Making false complaint to law enforcement officer; giving false information to 
rescue squad or fire department; misrepresenting identity to law enforcement officer during traffic stop 
or to avoid arrest or criminal charge. 
 
(A) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly make a false complaint to a law enforcement officer 
concerning the alleged commission of a crime by another, or for a person to knowingly give false 
information to a rescue squad or fire department concerning the alleged occurrence of a health 
emergency or fire. 
 
(B) It is unlawful for a person to misrepresent his identification to a law enforcement officer during a 
traffic stop or for the purpose of avoiding arrest or criminal charges. 
 
(C) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
must be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 
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CHAPTER 13 
 

Arrest, Process, Searches and Seizures 
 
SECTION 17-13-10. Circumstances when any person may arrest a felon or thief. 
 
Upon (a) view of a felony committed, (b) certain information that a felony has been committed or (c) 
view of a larceny committed, any person may arrest the felon or thief and take him to a judge or 
magistrate, to be dealt with according to law. 

 
SECTION 17-13-20. Additional circumstances when citizens may arrest; means to be used. 
 
A citizen may arrest a person in the nighttime by efficient means as the darkness and the probability of 
escape render necessary, even if the life of the person should be taken, when the person: 
 
(a) has committed a felony; 
 
(b) has entered a dwelling house without express or implied permission; 
 
(c) has broken or is breaking into an outhouse with a view to plunder; 
 
(d) has in his possession stolen property; or 
 
(e) being under circumstances which raise just suspicion of his design to steal or to commit some felony, 
flees when he is hailed. 
 
SECTION 17-13-30. Officers may arrest without warrant for offenses committed in view. 
 
The sheriffs and deputy sheriffs of this State may arrest without warrant any and all persons who, within 
their view, violate any of the criminal laws of this State if such arrest be made at the time of such 
violation of law or immediately thereafter. 
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ARTICLE 1 
 

Civil Jurisdiction 
 
SECTION 22-3-560. Breaches of the peace. 
 
Magistrates may punish breaches of the peace by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding thirty days, or both. 
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